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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 17th October 2018 in the Council 

Chambers of the War Memorial Institute 

Present:  Cllrs. L. Pace-Avery, J. Rowlands, P. James, T. Van Rees, P. Lambkin, R. Hughes, A. Jones 

Visiting Speaker: Mr. A. Deathe (Currently working with the heritage Centre as a consultant to develop 

a business plan and a marketing strategy) 

In Attendance : Mrs L E Ball (Clerk and RFO) 

The meeting commenced at 7:00pm with Cllr Pace -Avery welcoming Mr Deathe to the meeting. Cllr 

Rowlands briefly outlined the work that Mr Deathe was being employed to do with the Heritage centre 

after which, Cllr Pace -Avery invited Mr Deathe to address the meeting.  

Visiting Speaker 
Mr Deathe began by explaining his background which had been in museums and heritage for 
25years.He pointed out that he was not attending in a neutral capacity but was very much allied to the 
Arts and Heritage Centre with heritage and tourism as his focus. He went on to say that as an outsider 
he was seeing Llanwrtyd with a fresh pair of eyes. 
    His first observation was regarding the name of the Town, Llanwrtyd Wells, with the first question 
being -where are the Wells? -the site of the only existing well was difficult to access, and he suggested 
that as a tourist the Wells had no significance since there was no available information about them and 
they were inaccessible. He felt not enough was being made of the Wells and their history within the 
Town itself. 
The “strap line “Llanwrtyd Wells, Smallest Town In Britain on the entry sign was perplexing for a 
number of reasons;  
a)The fact of being the smallest Town is disputable 
b) He felt It suggested that being small that there is nothing to do in Llanwrtyd except to pass through. 
He suggested that the identity of the Town now comes form the events held such as the bog 
snorkelling, Man v Horse and the Alternative Games. These are currently the big draws for visitors to 
the Town. 
A conversation ensued as to where the Wells were, and which were in fact accessible and still viable. 
Cllr Pace-Avery drew the discussion back to Mr Deathe. Mr Deathe continued in the same vein 
suggesting that the extreme sports had a much wider impact than just on the event day . The Town is 
now renowned for these events and people now look to find Llanwrtyd to participate in them.  
He suggested that there was too much signage throughout the Town and that it was disjointed. This 
needed to be informative and clear for visitors. One of the plans for the heritage centre was to improve 
the Heritage signage within the Town. He suggested linking signage with paper and electronics so 
there was joined up provision. He suggested that the Heritage centre was a good place for all this to 
start because it has a neutrality within the Town and would not be seen to compete with businesses. 
The centre cannot survive on its own and currently its mainstay is the number of volunteers who man it.     
The question was asked “How can the Town Council support the Heritage Centre?” 
He suggested linking, via the new website, with other areas in Mid Wales and that we need to keep 
promoting Llanwrtyd suggesting that branding and image were all important. Tourists now expect to be 
led to discover the assets that we have and linking those assets together to make an enjoyable but 
challenging tourist experience. 
Cllr Pace-Avery thanked Mr Deathe for his presentation and opened the meeting to questions. 
Cllr James made the point that as a business within the Town he subscribes to the various groups that 
support Mid Wales tourism and that a great deal of money has, over the years, been put into the 
signage and to revamp it all would be an expensive and timely project since we constantly have to 
battle with the Welsh Trunk Road Agency to get anything done. 
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Cllr Jones felt that the tourist information currently worked well, with the Heritage centre being available 
during the summer and the Neuadd Arms being available during the winter months . Had the Neuadd 
not taken on the tourist information it would have become defunct.  
                 Mr Deathe felt that there needed to be one organisation through which projects were 
funnelled and the Heritage centre was best placed to do this since it was a neutral body. 
Cllr Van Rees pointed out that while the Wells were once a major factor in visitors coming to Llanwrtyd 
they were now privately owned  and had been rescued from disrepair by the owners using private 
funds. He suggested that perhaps negotiations should take place to explore opportunities for the Wells 
to be opened up to the Public once again. 
                 Cllr Hughes felt that the presentation was a very negative view of the Town but Cllr 
Rowlands pointed out that Mr Deathe’s brief was to help the Centre to be better.  
Cllr Pace-Avery thanked Mr Deathe for his time and presentation which had provoked much 
conversation finishing with the fact that all present were united in the defence of Llanwrtyd which was a 
beautiful place that people enjoyed coming to for the Countryside and the warm welcome they received 
by all who lived here. 
Mr Deathe thanked members for the opportunity to talk to the Town Council and hoped that a new 
debate would now ensue. He left the meeting at 7:45pm. 

1. Apologies for Absence : Cllr J. Davies and S. Jones 
2. Declarations of Interest -There were no declarations of interest. 
3. Minutes of the September meeting and Matters Arising- after due consideration the 

September minutes were proposed as an accurate record by Cllr T. Van Rees and seconded 
by Cllr J. Rowlands. 

Matters Arising -Cllr Van Rees informed members that Mrs Nixon had kindly agreed to donate the 
“Bear” to the children of Llanwrtyd in memory of her late husband. As a result of this information he had 
instructed two of his employees to remove the bear from its place face down in the mud to the Dolwen 
Field where it is now situated. Members were delighted at this news and thanked Cllr Van Rees and his 
wife for their efforts in securing this outcome. It was felt that that the bear needed some remedial work 
done and that a wood carver be employed to restore the bear to its former glory. This was agreed by 
all. It was also a condition of the donation that a suitable plaque be made when the bear was finally 
sited. 
              Cllr Van Rees felt that a letter of thanks be written to Mrs Nixon for her kind gesture and that a 
letter be written to the Welsh Trunk road Agency to ask for monies to cover the cost of repairing the 
bear since it was their actions that had led to its decline. 
Action: Clerk to write the above letters and enquire about repair work via Mr D Hayes. 
The Clerk read out an e-mail from Ms G Bufton from Powys Planning Authority in response to queries 
about “Snack Attack”. Whilst the situation remains the same Council were instructed to inform planning 
if there was a change of use of the downstairs space . Further letters had been written to Mr Lane by 
the planning department reminding hm of his planning responsibilities regarding this property. 
                     The Clerk read out an e-mail from Mr Darren Mills who has been communicating with 
planning regarding the Dolwen Field Application which has now been resubmitted. Cllr James 
requested that Cllr Van Rees seek clarification as to what was going on with this application since it 
seemed Council was being expected to jump through hoops for this project unnecessarily.  
Action: Cllr Van Rees agreed he would investigate. 

4. Finances 
4.1 After due consideration and explanation, the September balance sheet was proposed as 

an accurate record by Cllr T. Van Rees and seconded by Cllr P. James. 
4.2 After due consideration it was resolved that the Clerk be given leave .to transfer monies 

from Account Number 2 to the Dolwen Field Committee Bank Account . This being 
£6417.05. Account number 2 would then be closed . 

Action :  Clerk to transfer monies to said Account. 
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5. Co-option of Councillors- notices had been posted in Town with a closing date of the 15th 
October but to date there had been no response. It was resolved to redo the notices with a 
wider circulation and to put an advert into the grapevine .  

Action: Cllr pace-Avery to do piece for Grapevine and Clerk to redo notices and distribute through Town 
with a closing date of Monday 19th November in readiness for the next Council meeting on the 21st 
November. 

6. GDPR – the Clerk reported that a policy is currently being worked on. 
7. Feedback from Councillors;  

Cllr A. Jones reminded members that; 

• the bridge over the river had still not been repaired despite many notices having been sent to 
Powys. Cllr Van Rees intimated that the Bridge works were on a list to be done. 

• the Remembrance Service in St James Church would start at 10.45 and requested that a 
cheque for the Poppy wreath be released by Council. All members agreed to this  

Action : Clerk to issue the above cheque. 
Cllr Rowlands reminded members  

• that there would be an evening concert at the Heritage Centre on remembrance Sunday with 
tickets available at £6:00 a head and that the Heritage Centre will donate some money from the 
proceeds of the concert to the British legion poppy appeal. 

Cllr Van Rees informed members  

• that a new pole for the British Legion Standard had been ordered and would be ready for 
remembrance Sunday. He also offered the Standard for the Concert in the Evening which Cllr 
Rowlands gratefully accepted. 

• He reiterated that the “Bear was safely ensconced on the Dolwen Field and suggested a letter 
of thanks be sent to Mr D Taylor and Mr J Vaker who had rescued and transported the Bear. 

Cllr James thanked Cllr Van Rees for his own efforts in securing the bear. 
Cllr Lambkin informed members  

• that there was a buffet for all those involved with the organisation of events for “Green Events” 
throughout the season. 

• that the Walkers are Welcome Committee continue to explore ways to publicise and advertise 
forthcoming events. 

Cllr Hughes reported that  

• at a recent visit to the surgery that a consultation between a patient and a doctor was easily 
overheard . The partition wall issue is still not resolved, and she felt this was very embarrassing 
for all concerned.  

It was suggested that a letter be written to the Powys Health board to highlight the issue of Patient 
confidentiality which is being breached on a regular basis. 
Action: Clerk to write a letter to Mr A Osbourne. 
Cllr Pace-Avery informed members that residents had been notified of the possibility of standing for 5 
caravans and 10 tents at Llanwrtyd Wells Hall . This had been granted by the caravan club and it 
appears that planning permission is not needed for this. The Town Council hs not received any 
notification of this proposed development. 
Cllr Van Rees queried the need for planning permission and Cllr James suggested that a letter be 
written to planning to enquire where the Town Council stand with this issue. Cllr Van Rees requested a 
copy of the letter that had been distributed 
Action :Clerk to send a copy of the letter to Cllr Van Rees. 

8. Feedback from picnic in the Park- feedback from the day had been positive and a good time 
was had by all . Two events proved particularly popular, those being the table tennis and the boules. It 
was felt that these could be a permanent feature on the Field should we be successful with funding. 
Although the aim of the afternoon was to continue to raise awareness for the project an overall profit of 
£94.05 was made. Thanks went to all those involved with the day which was an excellent team effort. 
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9. Website Progress- Cllr Rowlands reported that the steering group had met that afternoon and 
were making progress with the site. All organisations had ben asked to write a short piece about 
themselves for the site and Cllr Rowlands had received many. The group felt that the Town need some 
form of branding and circulated some examples for members to consider. After some ideas put forward 
as to amendments Cllr Rowland said he would take them back to the group and report back the 
findings at the next meeting. 

10. Anti-Social Behaviour-no issues were brought to the table. 
11. Traffic Calming -Cllr Rowlands reported that the percentage of vehicles travelling over 35mph 

had gone down slightly with a similar pattern in July and August but commented that it is not as low as 
it should be. The ultimate goal is to get VA signs installed and a letter to the transport minister is 
needed to remind him of the initial undertakings by the Welsh Government. 
                  Cllr James commented that the road surface through the Town was very good and during 
the recent storms there was no collection of water visible. He also thanked the Clerk for enabling the 
removal of the trees in the river which were removed prior to the storm. 

12. Planning- Planning application 18/0502/FUL, change of dwelling house to provide B&B and 
holistic retreat with therapy and training rooms at Llanwrtyd Hall, was duly considered. There 
were no objections to this application. 

13. Twinning-Cllr Pace-Avery reported that the recent visit to Meriel had been very enjoyable for 
all. They had been well received by the Town Council in  Meriel and had been provided with a 
packed programme of events throughout the weekend. The official meeting went well but the 
Comite de Jumelage had folded and communications would remain, for the time being, 
between the two Town Councils. The delegation form Llanwrtyd were presented with the gift of 
local beer and a lantern which , after discussion , would be placed in the Church as part of the 
Christmas Tree festival, with the Twinning tree. 

14. Services  
a) Public toilets- Cllr Lambkin and Cllr Pace-Avery had inspected the toilets together and 

Cllr Lambkin had spoken to Mr McLoughlin. Cllr Lambkin reported that Mr Mcloughlin had painted the 
disabled toilets. She felt that the signs for the changing rooms could be taken down as it directs people 
to the Drovers for the Key. This was considered a good idea by all. The bins are currently being 
emptied when they are three quarters full in an effort to save on rubbish bags but this should be done 
every day. Currently Mr Mcloughlin cleans for half an hour each day. The walls are causing an issue 
and it appears that Mr McLoughlin has tried many things but they continue to smear. Cllr James 
suggested that he only need a microfibre cloth and warm soapy water. 

 It was agreed that a list of key holders be drawn up and that Mr McLoughlin should be opening 
and closing the premises as per his contract.  

The Clerk suggested that Cllr Lambkin collect a copy of Mr McLoughlin’s work schedule and his Job 
description. 
Action: Cllr Lamkin to fetch above documents form the Clerk. 
Cllr James reminded members that it would be prudent to put small wall heaters into the toilet to 
prevent condensation. This was put on hold from last year, but all agreed that this could be investigated 
ready for this year’s winter.  
Action: Cllr James to speak to Simon Powell about heaters. 

b) Dolwen Field-The Clerk read a communication from Mr D Mills to the planning officer regarding 
the application for Dolwen Field. Cllr James commented that it appears that every obstacle is being put 
in the Council’s way with this planning application and asked Cllr Van Rees to take up the matter at 
County Council level. 
Cllr Van Rees requested a copy of the e-mail that was sent to the Clerk and said he would  
investigate with the planning department. 
Action : Clerk to send copy of e-mail to Cllr Van Rees . 
Cllr Van Rees to take up the case with the planning department in Powys. 
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Town Square  and Green 
      Cllr James felt it appropriate to renew the lights on the Kite statue on the Square. Concerns were 
raised regarding the power source which had been flagged up the past.   
  It was suggested that an electrician be appointed to have a look at the power source and to replace an 
LED light for the statue. 
Action: Clerk to investigate and electrician to carry out the work. 

15. Correspondence 
 
Item 3 on agenda        Response  from Gemma Bufton regarding Snack Attack 

                                    Response from Crime Commissioner regarding CCTV 

Item 12 on agenda     Planning application 18/0502/FUL Change of use of dwelling house to Band B at 

Llanwrtyd Hall 

Item 14b on agenda    Copy of e-mail from Darren to planning regarding planning application for 

Dolwen Field. 

Item 15 on agenda      Letter from Builth Wells Community Group. 

 

Signed…………………………………………… 

Date……………………………………………. 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING;                          WEDNESDAY  21st NOVEMBER 

 
  
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 


